Apollo Lunar Module: How a Complex and Novel Design Project Evolved Over Time and Across Perspectives by Adams, Robin
Purdue University 
Purdue e-Pubs 
Library Scholars Grant Program Purdue Libraries and School of Information Studies 
4-17-2012 
Apollo Lunar Module: How a Complex and Novel Design Project 
Evolved Over Time and Across Perspectives 
Robin Adams 
Purdue University, rsadams@purdue.edu 
Follow this and additional works at: https://docs.lib.purdue.edu/lsg 
Adams, Robin, "Apollo Lunar Module: How a Complex and Novel Design Project Evolved Over Time and 
Across Perspectives" (2012). Library Scholars Grant Program. Paper 6. 
https://docs.lib.purdue.edu/lsg/6 
This document has been made available through Purdue e-Pubs, a service of the Purdue University Libraries. 
Please contact epubs@purdue.edu for additional information. 
1
2
3
scenes from the HBO miniseries From The Earth to The Moon, executive produced 
by Tom Hanks for Imagine Entertainment.
Why is this a unique opportunity….no precedent, historically situated, emergent –
with systems theory – crossing technical, social, human, political, economic
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The story – is one of emergence and evolution of the overall configuration of the 
Apollo LM – from a symbol (ascent and descent stages) to a series of prototypes.
Evolution in purpose and goals (what did the race to space really mean 
technologically and socially?), tin can to human‐centered design, of capabilities (no 
precedent, radical transfer)
Backdrop 
Historical / social / political – “race to space”, Global competition, public morale
Systems thinking and design thinking emerged as professional identities and 
research methodologies in early 60s
No precedent – majors technological and scientific advancements
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We’re still in the thick of the data…focus here on the story of collaborating with archivists
7
8
9
10
This room was so cold to maintain the integrity of the documents, and to minimize their 
deterioration over time.. Following the archives protocols, I told the archivist which box I 
needed after checking the specific document and its location in the indexed database, and 
then the archives brought the box for me.
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I took pictures of the label of each box I checked documents from, to know and record 
where the document I picked was located (also for future reference).
The page “OUT” next to the laptop in the upper picture was used as a place holder for a 
document that I took out from the box. As a protocol, I was only taking one document at a 
time from the box.
The lower picture shows the folder and the laptop that were my index to locate documents 
in the archived collection.
You can see gloves under the folder that I was requested to use, especially when dealing 
with photographs.
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A letter from a top NASA manager calls the LM the “bug” in this correspondence, because 
it resembles one!
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